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DATE:            February 2, 2017
 TO:                 Chemicals and Product Stewardship Subcommittee
Bleached/Recycled Paperboard Sectors
            Containerboard/Kraft Sector
 
FROM:           Stewart Holm
                        Brian Hawkinson
                        Gretchen Spear
 RE: FYI New scientific article and press reports on perfluorinated alkyl substances (PFAS) in paper packaging
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 PURPOSE: 
To update members on a new scientific study by the Silent Spring Institute on the detection of PFAS compounds in a variety of paper packaging. These chemicals are alleged to have a variety of health concerns.  
BACKGROUND:
On February 1, the manuscript, “Fluorine Compounds in US Fast Food Packaging” was published in the journal Environmental Science & Technology letters. In the article, it was reported that dessert and bread wrappers, sandwich and burger wrappers, and paperboard all contained PFAS compounds. The study does not distinguish between older and modern PFAS substances. Basically, in the US, the older technology C8 compounds have been replaced and some have been banned by the FDA. For example, on January 4, 2016, FDA announced it amended the food additive regulations to no longer allow the use of three specific PFAS containing food-contact substances as oil and water repellants for paper and paperboard food contact packaging for aqueous and fatty foods. FDA based its action on new data FDA believes demonstrates there no longer is a reasonable certainty of no harm from the food-contact use of these chemicals. 
 
DISCUSSION:
Importantly, the Silent Spring study used an inexpensive method of detecting only fluorine in these paper product coatings.  Consequently, the overall study results could not designate if the fluorine was incorporated into older, long-chain fluorinated chemistries such as PFOA and PFOS or modern, short-chain PFAS chemicals that have been approved by the FDA and used by member companies. However, a more in-depth analysis was conducted on a smaller group of samples to determine the specific identity of the substances in the paper coating. In this test, a few samples were reported to contain the older technology substance PFOA. This could be due to imported products where other scientific studies have reported the continued presence of these substances.
 
FDA has responded to the study stating that, “the agency has carefully reviewed the available science on the short-chain compounds and hasn’t identified any safety concerns and that FDA continues to review emerging science.”   
 
RECOMMENDATION:
[bookmark: _GoBack]None at this time. We are working closely with the American Chemistry Council’s FluoroCouncil to determine what additional tactics to consider.
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