FROM:           AF&PA Government Affairs
 
RE:                 FYI-California Legislation on Perfluorinated Chemistry on Hold

Dear Members,
 
We learned yesterday that the Assemblymember Phil Ting has decided to hold Assembly Bill 958, which would have directed the Department of Toxic Substances Control to regulate perfluorinated chemistry (PFC) in foodservice packaging. AF&PA, along with an industry coalition led by ACC, opposed AB 958, and convinced Moderate Democrats to insist on further amendments. Asm. Ting was not able to convince environmental groups to accept amendments suggested by industry. AB 958 now becomes a two-year bill, meaning no further action will be taken on the legislation this year.
 
It is expected that Asm. Ting will pursue further amendments next year. The failure of the state legislation is a mixed bag for industry because efforts to regulate PFC will shift to local governments. The city of San Francisco is expected to lead with its own regulation, likely to be some version of a ban on use of PFC.
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